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The Energy Coalition

Solution: Direct-to-Renter™ 

TEC’s Direct-to-Renter ™ program 
bypasses the traditional and highly 
challenging approach of working with 
landlords to bring appliances and 
technologies directly to renter 
households for their ownership and 
use.

2



The Energy Coalition

Solution: Direct-to-Renter™ 

Direct-to-Renter™…

● is not a replacement for long term investments in buildings

● will not solve other health and safety challenges faced by tenants

● will address immediate and profound health and safety needs 

● will fill an equity gap in current state and local energy programs
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The Energy Coalition

Benefits to renters:
1. Efficient, affordable cooling (and heating)
2. Resilience in the event of power outages
3. Indoor air quality improvements
4. Ability to manage energy use / bills
5. GHG reductions
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Direct-to-Renter™ - Technical Design
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Direct-to-Renter™ - Technical Design

Appliance criteria:

● Portable
● 120V
● No involvement from landlords required



The Energy Coalition

Appliance Categories and Benefits
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Appliance Category

Benefit

Resilience / 
Safety

High Heat 
Management

Indoor Air 
Quality

Utility Cost 
Savings

GHG Reductions

Portable heat pump air conditioners/ 
heaters ✓ ✓

✓ 
(When used in place of 

inefficient units)

Electric cooking appliances ✓ ✓ ✓

Air purifiers ✓

Portable batteries ✓ ✓ ✓

Fans ✓
✓

(If  used to reduce need 
for existing A/C)

Energy management plugs and apps ✓ ✓



The Energy Coalition

Category Appliance Specific Model Cost (with tax)

Air Quality Air purifier Levoit Core 300 plus replacement filters $110

Cooking

Electric kettle Hamilton Beach $41

Slow cooker Crock-pot 7 Quart Programmable $99

Induction cook plate Nuwave Gold Precision Induction Cooktop $110

Optional cookware CAROTE Pots and Pans Set $88

Cooling / 
Heating

Tower fan Dreo Tower $77

Portable heat pump A/C / 
heater

Midea Duo 14,000 BTU $769

Power Storage Portable plug-in battery EcoFlow Delta 2 Max Portable Power Station 2400W $2,089

Smart Home
Smart plugs / power strip Kasa Smart Plug Power Strip HS300, Surge Protector x6 or Kasa 

Smart Plug Mini with Energy Monitoring
$48
$73

Smart speaker (optional add-on) Amazon dot or google mini $55
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Specific Appliance List (prices are from 2024!)

https://www.amazon.com/LEVOIT-Purifier-Home-Allergies-Pets/dp/B07VVK39F7/ref=sr_1_4?crid=29W16AGXIFWRI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qgfHYKNGDQpI-neJQUHcM-cDTosNC-foCQlnPIjThms5wfZ1W6KxiuaoPe34b26hcEn_avSPChRFv4asgSPAA2E_UCQ6oMTvaPwcA5dKwEIarUc_dbUj-O0Hav9NJvNB7RYVGqo4J2FiitMZRXtm3KDmrRQvTX22pFX2IYE2mJtkhKJX4_NSD62JcTvMCB7jGoEj6bn-qArEksXOBatQrIlK2XioPf0wZzJXfpDU-Sw.CWl9D2eXDDjYorg8Mm4v-EzecFgd8vMuGwLr6rTaKbc&dib_tag=se&keywords=air%2Bpurifiers%2Bfor%2Bhome&qid=1705476440&sprefix=Air%2Bpurifier%2Caps%2C136&sr=8-4&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Hamilton-Beach-Electric-Stainless-40880/dp/B00UFQ2LJ2/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.o51Mm0hvjCXRcaQuTUziaZsCuwu8eOcs3YG9aH7CLSJfgvcPwS-1GrM1KWbyqRt0iutpxn7QFsPG4W1SnA36HkodQyRUxM1hJoYCqIQ-M74zy6CgHyHx7Tp69l2-n0ZoiuHtxAf5PMTJFWlYQ6lr09F_emxvh8pdgRzFqG7F7m_5emSo2mB-3RfbBW2BZwgHc0K2XOfIwCs1H6kqg5VZMyvbJel8KbdEbggvRNGfAQDDNeiSB44xiedNuLjFoSsq4Sf2zevMpaLBt0MJW6jvU-nQakF1FKSnHOx4pwu86Qs.Oi5p_h9FVnjTI4r5EETlf4TgwcdlZ98U7AKjP2bPudc&dib_tag=se&keywords=electric%2Bkettle&qid=1716572012&sr=8-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B097F4QKVY/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?pd_rd_i=B097F4QKVY&pd_rd_w=Ten3E&content-id=amzn1.sym.eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_p=eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_r=RCBAGR830YY7DEQHSVD9&pd_rd_wg=CxgQO&pd_rd_r=966a6af9-509c-462d-846e-9b053e44e782&s=kitchen&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B097F4QKVY/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?pd_rd_i=B097F4QKVY&pd_rd_w=Ten3E&content-id=amzn1.sym.eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_p=eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_r=RCBAGR830YY7DEQHSVD9&pd_rd_wg=CxgQO&pd_rd_r=966a6af9-509c-462d-846e-9b053e44e782&s=kitchen&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B097F4QKVY/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?pd_rd_i=B097F4QKVY&pd_rd_w=Ten3E&content-id=amzn1.sym.eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_p=eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_r=RCBAGR830YY7DEQHSVD9&pd_rd_wg=CxgQO&pd_rd_r=966a6af9-509c-462d-846e-9b053e44e782&s=kitchen&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/NuWave-Precision-Induction-Cooktop-Ceramic/dp/B01CHB1Y22/ref=zg_bs_g_13838451_d_sccl_10/144-2785369-8064018?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Nonstick-Granite-Cookware-Kitchen-Induction/dp/B09KHBBCKW/ref=sr_1_31?gclid=CjwKCAiAu5agBhBzEiwAdiR5tC1jue0zxXcGuuaPiwq2DlxjXOk7wIqlcqnEq9udS-IkYhQmnEmljxoCv2QQAvD_BwE&hvadid=413626638177&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9031590&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=e&hvrand=1867328593457801175&hvtargid=kwd-865039571700&hydadcr=4697_9478402&keywords=small%2Binduction%2Bcookware&qid=1678138950&refinements=p_36%3A-20000&rnid=386465011&sr=8-31&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09MKPDJRT?tag=thespruce-onsite-prod-20&ascsubtag=4589094%7Cn0dc70d6af91249658b7b29f17c7f731e20%7CB09MKPDJRT&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B091CKVY9F/?tag=thewire06-20&linkCode=xm2&ascsubtag=AwEAAAAAAAAAAn9M&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/EF-ECOFLOW-Portable-Generator-Optional/dp/B0C4DW17PD?th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Kasa-Smart-Power-Strip-TP-Link/dp/B07G95FFN3/ref=pd_bxgy_d_sccl_2/144-4986395-7449858?pd_rd_w=xxviD&content-id=amzn1.sym.c51e3ad7-b551-4b1a-b43c-3cf69addb649&pf_rd_p=c51e3ad7-b551-4b1a-b43c-3cf69addb649&pf_rd_r=JV94BVTGC25JPCWMM2PH&pd_rd_wg=4E143&pd_rd_r=06b0f11f-d875-424f-839b-d96e6e056ed5&pd_rd_i=B07G95FFN3&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08LN3C7WK?ref=emc_s_m_5_i_atc
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08LN3C7WK?ref=emc_s_m_5_i_atc
https://www.amazon.com/All-New-release-Smart-speaker-Charcoal/dp/B09B8V1LZ3/ref=hsx_sh_dp_dp_bdg2_dsk
https://www.amazon.com/Google-Generation-Smart-Speaker-Assistant/dp/B0CGYFYY34/ref=sr_1_2?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EsJVbgKcIMWH34VsGpLbHHCTE2Lmz4bctdSljuOBh_YoMaGGhyyvURnDbLMwrF-VCEGkSxZo-PZLTLa8HFVXfW_YsNBgya-Uobt-xHB_sT7mdc8i3I80NlipKOV5PQ-ps6VfYlBPkYm_HRd3l7_0RC11-1_4I-uNvNpw7Hel4yzopZ492s2HtPioelEAPOv-yp9kvpqu_RqOYEhjyWJLumLBn94jFvjKC24l6wzFwbU.XIQ3ahKwV8-pRHZ7Dr61CFpgBqPG59vu2sXdnF3sukk&dib_tag=se&keywords=google+mini&qid=1716999738&sr=8-2


The Energy Coalition

Implementation 
DOE Community Energy Innovation Prize

● Pilot Funding
● Develop a Direct-To-RenterTM program
● Cohort of 10 participants
● City of Pomona

Elements:
● Technical design (discussed previously)
● Program design, eligibility
● Outreach, enrollment
● Ordering, staging, delivery
● Surveys, testimonials 
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The Energy Coalition

DOE Prize-funded Pilot Process

9

1.
Identify appliances

2. 
Define incentive 

structure

3.
Define participant 
eligibility/ sign up

4.
Design and conduct 

outreach

● Portable
● 120V
● No involvement 

from landlords 
required

● $0 out of pocket cost
● Participants select 

their preferred 
appliances (up to 
$2500 per 
household)

● Renter in a Justice 40 
census tract → remove 
barriers of income 
eligibility verification

● Streamlined sign-up (2-
3 minutes)

● Random drawing to 
select 10 households

Collaborate with trusted 
community partners
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The Energy Coalition

DOE Prize-Funded Pilot Program
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DOE Prize-Funded Pilot Program
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DOE Prize-Funded Pilot Program
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DOE Prize-Funded Pilot Program



The Energy Coalition

Direct-to-RenterTM 
Program Protocol

● A roadmap to expand the program into 
new communities

● Identifies places where refinements 
will be needed for scalability
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The Energy Coalition

Next Steps: Implementation Projects

● “Pomona ACTS” - Transformative Climate Community
■ Strategic Growth Council grant
■ Direct-To-RenterTM is one of a suite of projects
■ >100 renter participants 

● City of Santa Monica
■ Funding from the Clean Power Alliance
■ ~75-80 renter participants
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The Energy Coalition

Next Steps: Programmatic Developments
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*Funding Technical Implementation

● Public Health Funding
● Health Insurance
● Community Choice 

Aggregator programs
● Regional Energy Network 

programs

● Pairing battery with air 
conditioner

○ Minimize electricity bill 
under time-of-use 
rates

○ Reduce grid load 

● Potential use of marketplace 
for more efficient appliance 
delivery

● Volume purchases can lower 
appliance costs 



Thank You!
Questions?
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Felicia Federico
Director, Funding and Research
ffederico@energycoalition.org

Julie Castro
Assistant Director

jcastro@energycoalition.org 


