
Los Angeles County Chief Sustainability Office
June 2025

Developing Sustainable and Equitable 
Approaches to Heat Safety



COPYRIGHT © LA  COUNTY  CHIEF  SUSTA INA BIL ITY  OFFICE .  A LL  R IGHTS  RESERV ED

The Chief Sustainability Office provides comprehensive and coordinated policy support and guidance 
for the Board of Supervisors, County departments, the unincorporated areas, and the region. 

LA County Chief Sustainability Office
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OurCounty Sustainability Plan (2019)
 

Update underway

https://cso.lacounty.gov/ourcounty-2025/
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Photo: Mashable

Impacts of Rising Averages and Heatwaves

Identified in our Climate Vulnerability Assessment & additional research 

• Health and social harms: heat-related illnesses, exacerbation of 
cardiovascular/ pulmonary/ kidney conditions, reduced productivity, 
depression and anxiety

• Strain on infrastructure: reduced energy efficiency and equipment breakdown, 
increased risk of power outage, pavement damage

• Harm to natural resources: stress to our flora and fauna, reduced water 
supply, growth of toxic  blooms in our water bodies
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November 2022: Investigating Safe Maximum Indoor Temperature Thresholds 
to Assist Heat Vulnerable Tenants and Workers in High-Risk Workplaces 

January 2024: Establishing a Safe Maximum Temperature Threshold for 
Residential Units  
• Conduct stakeholder engagement (renters, landlords, public health 

professionals, and other relevant groups) 
• Draft ordinance establishing a safe maximum indoor temperature for 

rental dwellings in LAC 

Board Motions on Renter Heat Safety
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Proposed Revisions to Health and Safety Code

• 82˚  Fahrenheit maximum indoor residential temperature threshold 
–  Landlord’s responsibility to ensure all habitable rooms can maintain the 

temperature

• Tenants may add additional cooling through portable cooling devices or non-
mechanical cooling methods
– Will require notification to landlord
– Will prohibit retaliation or harassment
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Technical Assistance and Resources

Website targeting tenants and landlords with Information about the 
ordinance and what it means for them

7

*Rental Housing Habitability Program

Tenants Landlords

Effects of indoor heat Value of a cool home

Active/passive ways to cool How to comply

Tenant rights Links: Financial and technical resources

Enforcement – link to DPH RHHP* Tenant rights

Links – DCBA, Public Health Dispute resolution
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• International Residential Code: 
Section R325, R325.9 (New)

• International Building Code: 
1203.1, 1203.2 (New)

• International Property 
Maintenance Code: 603 (New), 
603.1 (New), 603.2 (New), 603.3 
(New), 603.5 (New) 

• International Mechanical Code: 
Section 202 (New), 309.2 (New)

International Code Council Proposals

November 2024 IMC Hearing

https://www.cdpaccess.com/videos/7934/
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County Heat Action Plan Framework

Goal 1: 
Cool and protect the 

outdoor realm

May include vegetation, 
shade structures, smart 

surfaces, land use decisions 

Goal 3: 
Expand heat safety 
communications & 
emergency actions

May include heatwave 
outreach and services, 

resilience centers

Goal 2: 
Create heat-resilient 

indoor spaces

May include building 
upgrades, energy programs 

& services, occupant 
outreach
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Thank You
Ali Frazzini, Sustainability Policy Director

afrazzini@cso.lacounty.gov
cso.lacounty.gov  


