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 Most recent edition published in 2013 

 Developed by the Institute for Local Government, 

a research affiliate of the League of Cities and 

California State Association of Counties 

 Based on successful policies and programs 

developed in California 

 

Sustainability Best Practices 

Framework 
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10 Policy Areas 
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 Internal Policies and Procedures 

 Facility Retrofits and Upgrades 

 Small Business/Home/Multifamily Programs 

 Utility Programs 

 Community Engagement 

 

1. Energy Efficiency & Conservation 
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 Green Building Codes (Reach Tier, GBO) 

 Benchmarking/ECO 

 Staff training 

 Solar ready/mandatory ordinance 

 Link incentives to green building 

 

2. Green Building 
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 Solar PV/Thermal integration 

 Fleet policies 

 Financing Programs (PACE, OBF) 

 EV Infrastructure Program 

 Solar Siting Ordinance 

 

3. Renewables and Low Carbon Fuels 
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 Municipal Operations and Facilities 

 Leak audits, timers, pumps, street sweepers 

 Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 

 Tertiary Treatment System (purple pipe) 

 Graywater Systems/Programs 

 

4. Water & Wastewater Systems 
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 Waste Reduction/Recycling Program 

 Multiagency Partnerships 

 Sector-Specific Programs (restaurant, office, etc) 

 Construction Programs 

 Community Engagement 

 

5. Waste Reduction and Recycling 
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6. Climate Friendly Purchasing 

 

 

7. Efficient Transportation 

 

 Comprehensive purchasing and reporting 

 Contracting, bid specs, MOUs 

 Employee training and leadership 

 

 Multimodal planning, ITS, VMT focus 

 Fleet policies, GPS/smart routing 

 Bicycle, pedestrian, transit prioritization 

 Creative strategies (variable parking pricing, etc) 

 



9 

 Density, infill, entitlement streamlining 

 PV/Wind siting, orientation standards 

 GHG/LCC assessment of policy options 

 Reduced parking standards, environmental justice 

 

8. Land Use/Community Design 
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9. Open Space/Carbon Offsets 

 

 

10. Community & Individual Action 

 

 Tree preservation/planting policies 

 Conversion/reuse planning 

 Climate Action Plan/GP coordination 

 

 Multimedia communications/CBSM program 

 Non-traditional citizen involvement 

 Citizen empowerment programs 
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 Download on BayREN website, or at: 

 www.ca-ilg.org/sustainabilitybestpractices 
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