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Building Data to Collect/Analyze 

• Building type and use (and class) 

• Size 

• Energy profile or energy use intensity 

• Age 

• Location 

• Ownership 

• Eco-labeled 

 

 



Example: Berkeley (Size Class) 



Example: Berkeley (Building Type) 



Berkeley: Owner Concentration 
Building Owner Total # Buildings Total Rentable Area (ft^2) 

Wareham Development Group 10 600157 
Equity Residential 8 408354 
City Of Berkeley 17 319196 
7th Street Properties Ii 1 250000 

Affordable Housing Associates 11 242737 
University of California 2 228148 

Satellite Affordable Housing Associates 4 202163 
AMBP, Ltd. 1 201215 

Reddy Hanumandla R & Hanumandl 8 176306 
Everest Properties 7 168973 

Conger Family 1984 Trust 5 147425 

Beacon Group Ventures Management 1 138456 

Strada Investment Group 1 130636 
Parker Associates 2 110508 

University Students Cooperative 8 108404 

Rent Stabilization Board 1 102283 
Smith & Walters 4 98125 
Bancroft Way Llc 1 96000 
Resources for Community 
Development 3 94270 
Hill Street Realty, LLC 1 91585 

Berkeley Repertory Theatre 3 88135 

Center For Accessible Technology 1 86000 

22 
Owners 

=  
10% of 
city’s 
total 

building 
area 



Berkeley: Energy Use Intensity 

DOE Buildings Performance Database 

Peer Group Median 
kBTU/ft2/yr 

Data Center 529 

School 75 

Hospital 448 

Hotel 128 

Office  172 

Grocery  506 

Berkeley (Building Area X EUI) 

1. General Retail  

2. Office  

3. Hospital  

4. Warehouse  

5. Restaurant 

6. Supermarket  

7. Public Assembly  

8. Hotel  

9. Parking  

10. Senior Care Facility  



Location (Example: Philadelphia) 



County Tax Assessor CoStar 

Building Types 

Residential and non-residential, by 
parcel 

Non-residential and multi-family 

Contact 
Information
  

Responsible taxpayer 
Owner and manager  for about 80% of 
buildings 

  
Building 
information 

Includes square footage, building 
age, and building use types.* 

Building class and type, square footage, 
stories, address, business district, building 
age (60% of buildings), date of renovation, 
latitude and longitude information, LEED or 
ENERGY STAR® certification, etc. 

  
Limitations 

Less information than CoStar 
Does not reliably collect information on 
public buildings or owner-occupied 
buildings. 

Cost of data 
Free $2000-3000 for 12-month subscription 

Format 

Data can be difficult to sort and 
filter 

Data must be exported in small batches of 
500 buildings.   

Data Sources 



Available at  www.fourthsectorstrategies.com 



Smaller cities tend to have more 
buildings that are “hard to reach”  

(fewer class A buildings and more small buildings) 

City Office as % 
total 
commercial 
buildings 

Office as % 
commercial 
floor area 

Class B/C as 
% total office 
buildings 

Class B/C % 
total office 
floor area 

Buildings 
<50k sq ft as 
% total 
commercial 
buildings 

Buildings 
<50k sq ft as 
% total 
commercial 
space 

Berkeley 20% 26% 100% 95% 96% 58% 

Boulder 43% 41% 100% 90% 91% 55% 

Oakland 15% 29% 98% 67% 94% 46% 

San Jose 24% 32% 94% 67% 89% 37% 

San 
Francisco* 

35% 51% 87% 48% 75% 25% 


