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Updating RECO/CECO 

 In Sept. 2013, City Council directed staff to 

update Berkeley’s existing Energy 

Conservation Ordinances and to incorporate 

energy information disclosure to accelerate 

energy improvements. 
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33% Reduction 
below 2000 
levels by 2020  
 

80% Reduction 
below 2000 
levels by 2050 

 

Green House Gas Emission 

Reduction Goals 



Commercial Energy Consumption 

4 

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1,200,000

E
le

c
tr

ic
it

y
 a

n
d

 N
a
tu

ra
l 

G
a
s
 C

o
n

s
u

m
p

ti
o

n
 

(M
W

h
) 

Actual - Natural Gas

Actual - Electricity

Target

Business As Usual

Gap 



Discussion On  

Desired Policy Outcomes 

 Make compliance VALUABLE 

 Harness market forces with energy performance 

information to achieve reductions 

Recognize energy leaders 

 Make compliance AFFORDABLE 

 Leverage incentives and rebates 

 Make compliance EASY 

 Provide user-friendly compliance, technical 

assistance and improved tracking 
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Make it VALUABLE – Energy 

Information Disclosure 

http://www.codinghorror.com/.a/6a0120a85dcdae970b017d3e2b150d970c-pi


Efficiency has market VALUE  
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Report by the Center for Market Transformation 

Green Labeling Increases 

 Occupancy Rate 

 Rental Price 

 Sales Price 



Institute for Market Transformation 

National Energy Disclosure Policies 



Summary of Existing Policies 
 San Francisco: Existing Commercial Buildings Energy Performance 

Ordinance 
  Annual benchmarking 

 Energy efficiency audit or Retro-commissioning every 5 years (ASHRAE level 
2 ≥50,000 sf / Level 1 ≥10,000 sf) 

 New York City: Energy Audits and Retro-Commissioning  
 ASHRAE Level 2 Audits for buildings ≥50,000 sf and Retro-commissioning 

every 10 years 

 Municipal buildings must implement all improvements with payback w/in 7 
years 

 Chicago: Building Energy Use Benchmarking 
 Annual benchmarking with 3rd party verification every 3 years 

 Boston: 
 ASHRAE Level 2 or alternative assessment or Energy Actions to produce 

energy, reduce energy use, or reduce GHG emissions every 5  years 

 SEE Action Sample Policy Language 
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Voluntary Recognition Program 
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Berkeley’s Commercial  Buildings 

Conditioned 

space 

# 

Buildings 

% 

Buildings 

Rentable 

Area sf 

Rentable 

Area % 

Very Small 

<10,000 
1,350 74% 7.0 mil 33% 

Small 

10,000 – 25,000 
300 16% 3.5 17% 

Medium 

25,000 – 50,000 
100 5% 3.5 mil 17% 

Large 

>50,000 
70 4% 7.0 mil 34% 
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50% bldg 

area 



City Contact Info 

Billi Romain 

bromain@cityofberkeley.info 

510.981.7432 

www.cityofberkeley.info/energyordinanceupdate/  
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