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About the Energy Equity for Renters Initiative
For more: aceee.org/energy-equity-for-renters

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aceee.org%2Fenergy-equity-for-renters&data=04%7C01%7Cssamarripas%40aceee.org%7Cb084497009764d9ffd5f08d95608a814%7Cd317cef123d5472bb8d214478f8bdf27%7C0%7C0%7C637635417443577958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eyEVakcJQMuiA9j47bkUwiLQbxI1fWhq2y4lXLQ5ulY%3D&reserved=0


The Energy Equity for 
Renters Toolkit

Guidance for local governments and partnering community-based 
organizations to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas emissions 

while preserving affordable housing



Sections of the toolkit

Integrated energy 
efficiency and 
housing 
strategies

01
Filling financing 
and funding gaps 
for energy 
efficiency 
retrofits

02
Guidance on 
stakeholder and 
community 
engagement, 
marketing, and 
outreach

03
Tools for local 
governments to 
hold themselves 
accountable to 
equity

04



1. Integrated energy efficiency and anti-
displacement policies
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2. Local government roles in filling energy 
retrofit financing and funding gaps

Investor: 
Develop products

Enhancer:

Develop internal energy 
efficiency financing expertise

Facilitator:

Partner with existing programs to facilitate 
access to financing products

Educator:

Engage stakeholders, building relationships, and develop plans 
to mobilize resources



3. Guidance on stakeholder and community 
engagement, marketing, and outreach
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4. Local government measures to 
institutionalize equity accountability 

Equity measure Description Example cities 

Structural equity 

assessments 

Assessments that require local 

governments to determine how a 

proposed policy or program will support 

and create racial and social equity 

Albuquerque, 

Minneapolis, Seattle, 

Washington, DC 

Participatory budgeting A process in which residents or an elected 

committee vote on how to spend portions 

of a local budget 

Oakland, Seattle, 

Tacoma 

Equity performance 

indicators 

Reports that local governments use to 

collect data on equity and track progress 

against goals 

Pittsburgh, San Diego 

Residents play a formal 

decision-making role 

Formal bodies that give residents the 

opportunity to affect city planning 

Milwaukee, Providence 

 



Rental Energy Efficiency Policy and 
Program Case Studies

Denver, CO
Transit-Oriented 

Development Fund
Section 1

Minneapolis, MN 
Pay-As-You-Save©

Section 2

Dane County, WI
Efficiency Navigator 

Program
Section 3

Rochester, NY
Participatory budgeting 
for affordable housing

Section 4

Examples of case studies in the toolkit



Case study highlight: DC Flex

• Flexible form of rental assistance that 
allows participants to access rental 
assistance at their own discretion. 

• DC established escrow accounts for 
participants of $7,200 per year 

• Participants could withdraw as much 
as their monthly rent costs per month, 
and the money could be used only for 
rent

• The rent eats first: subsidizing rent 
costs frees up household income for 
other necessities and household 
expenses, such as energy costs

Source: HUD 2020



DC Flex: Challenges and Successes

• Challenges: 

• Identifying participants

• Successes:

• 75 percent of program 
participants have been able to 
increase their incomes while 
avoiding episodes of 
homelessness

• Due to program’s incentive 
structure. It does not lower 
subsidy amount based on 
income



Questions?

Alexander Jarrah
ajarrah@aceee.org


