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http://www.energycenter.org/permitting




 

• Residential HVAC Change-Out Financing Program 
 

• Low-interest APR for qualifying projects 
 

• Program goals: 

– Level the playing field for contractors 

– Promote & ensure HVAC permit compliance 

– Asses permit compliance barriers 

What is Cool Comfort Financing? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cool Comfort Financing: Availability 

• San Diego 

• Los Angeles 

• San Bernardino 

• Riverside 

• Inyo 

• Imperial 

• Mono 

• Portions of: 

– Orange 

– Kern 

– Tulare  

– Kings 

Properties served by at least one of the 

following utilities: Southern California 

Edison, Southern California Gas Company 

or San Diego Gas and Electric. 
 

This includes the following counties*: 

*Santa Barbara, Ventura, and San Luis Obispo Counties are not eligible. 



Qualifying Upgrades & Financing Terms 

**All projects must include duct improvements to ensure HVAC efficiency:  
 

• Duct sealing ≤ 10% leakage and insulated to ≥ R-8 
 

• Duct replacement sealed to ≤ 6% leakage and insulated ≥ R-8 
 

Qualifying Projects** 
 

Air Conditioner 
Min. 15 SEER & 12 EER 
 

Furnace 
Min. 92% AFUE 
 

Heat Pump 
Min. 8 HSPF, 15 SEER & 12 EER 

 

4.99% APR 
 
Limited 
Time:  
2% APR 

5.99% APR 
 
Limited 
Time:  
3% APR 



Innovative Strategies: Contractor Resources 

Marketing Starter Kit! 
 



Contractor Resources Cont. 
www.energycenter.org/coolcomfort/contractors    

http://www.energycenter.org/coolcomfort/contractors


Innovative Strategies: Quality Control 

• 100% permit verification (initial & final) = ensure completion of local and & Title 

24 compliance process 
 

• Desktop Reviews 

– Perform HERS (Title 24, Part 6) compliance forms verification 

– Verify equipment efficiency and work performed MATCHES CF-1R & CF-3R  

 i.e. SEER, AFUE, HSPF, EER, R-value, Energy Factor 
 

• Field Inspections 

– Equipment verification: Scope of work, final invoice, AND unit(s) physically 

installed MATCH 

– Attend alongside HERS FV/DT or Building Inspector final field inspection 

 



Identifying Compliance Barriers 

• Permit Verifications 

– Level of Bldg. Dept. technology innovation affects efficiency 
 

• Compliance Documentation 

– Ensure consistency between CF-1Rs and CF-3Rs 
 

• Final Inspections 

– Often left up to the homeowner = delays 
 

• Contractor Surveys 

– Permit process = burdensome when you have to go in 

– Title 24, Part 6 = too many forms 

– Online permitting ranked #1 most need Bldg. Dept. resource! 



mailto:lindsey.hawes@energycenter.org
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